
Diversity within the Maidensbridge Music Curriculum 

The concept of diversity in education has become an essential focus in recent years, with 
growing recognition of the importance of reflecting varied cultural perspectives in teaching 
materials, methods, and curricula. Within the context of our music curriculum, diversity is a 
powerful tool to engage students with different backgrounds, experiences, and interests. A 
diverse music curriculum allows children to experience the richness of global traditions, 
encourages inclusivity, and promotes understanding and respect among students from 
diverse communities. 

We strive to educate and introduce children to a wide range of musical styles and influences 
to help them become informed global citizens of the future.   

The Importance of Diversity in Music Education 

1. Cultural Awareness and Respect 
Exposure to music from different cultures helps children understand and appreciate 
the world beyond their immediate environment. It opens their minds to new 
traditions, instruments, languages, and styles, fostering a sense of global citizenship. 
By studying a broad range of musical genres, children can learn to respect and value 
cultural differences, an essential skill in an increasingly multicultural society. 

2. Broadening Musical Horizons 
Traditionally, Western classical music has dominated music curricula. While this 
genre has great value, it is crucial to provide students with access to a variety of 
musical traditions. This includes music from various ethnicities, regions, and 
historical periods, such as African drumming, Latin rhythms, Indian classical music, 
folk music from around the world, and contemporary genres like hip-hop and pop. A 
diverse curriculum allows students to explore a wide range of sounds and styles, 
stimulating their creativity and broadening their musical understanding. 

3. Encouraging Inclusion 
A curriculum that reflects the diversity of its students and the world at large makes 
every child feel valued and represented. For example, children from different ethnic 
or cultural backgrounds may see themselves reflected in the music they study, which 
can increase their engagement and self-esteem. Representation is especially 
important in creating an environment where all children feel included, understood, 
and respected. 

4. Promoting Empathy and Collaboration 
Learning about the music of different cultures can foster empathy by helping 
students understand the emotions and experiences behind the music. Moreover, 
music education often involves group activities, such as ensemble playing or singing 
in choirs, which teach children how to work together collaboratively. These 
experiences help build a sense of community and shared understanding, allowing 
students to connect with their peers in meaningful ways. 

Strategies for Incorporating Diversity into the Primary Music Curriculum 



1. Explore Global Music Genres 
Incorporate a variety of musical traditions from around the world. For example: 

o African drumming and rhythm-based activities 
o Latin American and Caribbean music, including salsa, reggae, and mariachi 
o Asian music traditions such as Japanese taiko drumming or Indian classical 

music 
o Folk music from different regions, such as Celtic, Native American, or Eastern 

European folk tunes 
2. Incorporate Music of Marginalized Groups 

Include the music of marginalized or underrepresented communities, such as the 
music of indigenous peoples, the African diaspora, or LGBTQ+ artists. Discuss the 
history, struggles, and triumphs of these groups through their music, promoting 
social justice and inclusion. 

3. Integrate Multicultural Music Resources 
Use diverse musical resources, including songs, recordings, and live performances, to 
enhance the learning experience. Invite guest musicians from different backgrounds 
to perform for the class, or arrange field trips to local cultural events. This helps 
bring diverse musical traditions to life in an interactive way. 

4. Encourage Student Participation 
Allow students to share their own cultural music and experiences. This could be 
done through "music sharing days," where children bring in songs from their families 
or countries of origin. It allows students to take ownership of their learning while 
promoting cross-cultural dialogue. 

5. Connect Music with Other Disciplines 
Use music as a gateway to learning about history, geography, and world cultures. For 
example, studying the traditional music of a specific country could coincide with 
learning about the history and culture of that country. Similarly, music can be used 
as a lens through which to explore art, dance, and literature from various cultures. 

6. Foster Creativity and Originality 
Encourage students to create their own music by blending elements from different 
traditions or incorporating instruments from diverse cultures. This not only nurtures 
creativity but also allows students to express themselves in ways that draw on their 
own backgrounds and experiences. 

Conclusion 

Diversity within our music curriculum enriches the educational experience for students by 
fostering cultural awareness, creativity, empathy, and inclusion. By embracing a wide range 
of musical styles, traditions, and perspectives, educators can create an environment where 
all students feel represented and valued. Incorporating diverse musical experiences into the 
curriculum not only helps students appreciate the world’s musical richness but also equips 
them with the tools to be open-minded, empathetic, and respectful global citizens. 

 


